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ABSTRACT: During the excavation to the Ancient City Site of the Zhu State in Zoucheng City, Shandong

Wang Mang's Reform

in 2017, from a water well (numbered as J3) of the Western Han Dynasty, eight bronze measuring devices of
the Xin Dynasty (Wang Mang Interregnum, 8-23 AD) were found, the inscriptions on which showed that they
were cast in the first year of Shijianguo Era (9 AD), and related to Wang Mang's reform recorded in the historical
textual materials. Through the experts' symposium and preliminary studies, the agreement is made that this set
of bronzes is the bronze measuring devices of the Han (Xin) Dynasty scientifically unearthed by archaeological
excavation for the first time with the most types and quality, which provided rare physical materials and have
significant academic values for the researches on the important historical events such as Wang Mang's usurpation

of the Han throne at the end of the Western Han Dynasty and his reforms of the monetary and measurement

systems, as well as the history of the development of the measurement systems of China.
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