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A Study of Hou Guan in the Han Dynasty

Zhang Wenhan

Abstract ; With the discovery of Han bamboo slips in the northwest of China, the study of Hou Guan in the Han dynasty
has become a new research field. In the past 100 years. due to the consistent efforts of scholars on bamboo slips,
important achievements have been made in the function and nature,organizational structure and personnel composition,
internal and logistics managements of Hou Guan of the Han dynasty. However, the previous research results need to be
teased out,amended and supplemented. The former study was mainly based on bamboo slips of the Han Dynasty.
Therefore,its academic vision was only limited to Hou Guan in the northwest counties, while generally ignoring the
establishment, context and significance of Hou Guan in the mainland, kingdoms, and southern borders of the Han
Empire, which were reflected in the archival materials like bamboo slips,seals and lutes unearthed from archaeological
excavations. In fact, the establishment of Hou Guan and its rise and decline were closely related to the change of the
empire’ s political situation and its strategy. Combining case studies and comprehensive researches, analyzing Hou
Guan’s operating mechanism, its form and function from its daily work recorded in the bamboo slips, dissecting and
appraising the complex relationship between Hou Guan and the national politics of the Han dynasty as well as Hou
Guan’s historical role, possess important academic value for us to understand the social history of the Han dynasty. It is
also a noteworthy research direction for future study.

Keywords: Han dynasty; Hou Guan; Juyan bamboo slips of the Han dynasty



